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Status of Residence (zairyushikaku) of
International Students

* This information is valid as of October 19, 2020.

e Those who continue to study at school

& Are permitted to extend their status of residence of “Student (ryugaku).
-An extension is available even if the student’s registered school is
changed.
-Are permitted to work part-time up to 28 hours a week after getting a
“Permission to Engage in Work Other Than That Permitted Under the
Status of Residence (shikakugaikatsudo)” permit.
-Students at a Japanese language school are allowed to continue their
studies at the school past the two-year limit.
(“Student” status must be extended in that case.)

e Those who are unable to return to their home country after graduating
from school
€ Are permitted to change their status of residence to “Designated
Activities (tokuteikatsudo) (6 Months).”
- Those who wish to work are allowed to work part-time up to 28
hours a week
(without a “Permission to Engage in Work Other Than That Permitted
Under the Status of Residence” permit).
-Another change is available for those who have changed their status
of residence from “Student” to “Temporary Visitor (tankitaizai)” or
“Designated Activities (6 Months, Work NOT Permitted)” due to
the inability to return to their home country.
-A dependent of an international student or a former international
student is permitted to change their status of residence.

€ Those whose “Student” status is still valid and who have received a
“Permission to Engage in Work Other Than That Permitted Under the
Status of Residence” permit are allowed to work part-time up to 28 hours
a week even after graduating from school.
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e Students who have obtained a job in Japan which they will engage in after

graduating from school

€ Are permitted to change their status of residence to “Engineer/Specialist

in Humanities/International Services (gijutsu/jinbunchisiki/kokusaigyomu),”

etc. if they meet certain conditions.

e Those who wish to job-hunt in Japan after graduating from school

(*Limited to those who have graduated from a university/college or technical
college and who have finished a postsecondary course [senmon kateli] of a

specialized training college)
&4 Are permitted to job-hunt for a year after graduating from school by

getting their status of residence changed to “Designated Activities.”

-Are permitted to continue job-hunting in Japan even after the above-

mentioned one year if their status gets extended.

-Are permitted to work part-time up to 28 hours a week after getting a
“‘Permission to Engage in Work Other Than That Permitted Under the

Status of Residence” permit.

Multilingual Consultation on the Status of Residence Available at:
Council of Local Authorities for International Relations
http://www.clair.or.jp/i/multiculture/association/consultation_list.html
Free Telephone Consultation Service for Foreign Languages and
Foreign People

https://www.since2011.net/yorisoi/
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References and Sources

“Handling of foreign nationals who have difficulty returning to their home
country or other country” (Updated on October 19, 2020, Immigration Services
Agency)

http://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/93000584 7 .pdf

—Multilingual versions

http://www.moj.go.jp/isa/nyuukokukanri01 _00155.html

“Handling of residency applications from mid-to-long-term residents and
former mid-to-long-term residents who have difficulty returning to their home
country due to the impact of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)” (Updated on
October 19, 2020, Immigration Services Agency)
http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001320105.pdf

“Handling of residency applications from international students affected by the
spread of COVID-19” (Updated on October 19, 2020, Immigration Services
Agency)

http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001318472.pdf
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