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Due to the overwhelming response
of the book “Bata at Edukasyon” in
Tagalog, we have come up with the
English version.  The book is enti-
tled Child and Education. This
book is written in simple English in
accordance with the numerous re-
quests that we have received. The
contents are basically the same.
There are some words added in the
glossary for better understanding.
As you may know, this is a guide-
book for parents about the school
life of the children from the perspec-
tive of a foreigner parent. Most
foreigners living in Japan do not
know how to read hiragana, kata-
kana or even kanji characters. That
is why it is a stumbling block to re-
ceive timely and correct infor-
mation. To set us free from this ob-
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stacle AWEP decided to provide sim-
ple and easy to understand words.
To give us an idea on how the school
life operate every year. To show
what to do during an Alert on a
stormy day. And to share other im-
portant things the parents should
know about education. Our goal to
make all information available to a
larger population. And hoping
that more English-speaking people
would read it for better comprehen-
sion of the Japanese school life.
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It was a great opportunity to be part of the
6th KOBE City Forum organized by KICC in
cooperation with AWEP which I was assigned
the task of being the emcee for that forum.

The forum was attended by various person-
alities, educators, students, foreigners from
different groups. The theme was about Mak-
ing Kobe an Intercultural City. Intercultural
city was discussed as  “having a diverse pop-
ulation including people of different nation-
alities and origins, and with different lan-
guages, religions/beliefs cultures, and back-

ground.” The guest speaker was able to dis-
cuss it using a particular model like Spain,
which accepts and appreciates artist regard-
less of their cultural background as in the
case of Alexandra Masangkay, a Filipina ac-
tress who is known for her movies shown on
Netflix. She was recognized as Filipina, her
distinctive looks and her craft was given
honor and noticeable feedbacks from the peo-
ple of Spain.

During the time given for discussion among
the groups, I realized the importance of hav-
ing students as participants because they
share fresh ideas of the millennials at the
same time we have foreigners and educators
who were able to contribute their ideas and
long experience to enrich the discussion. Eve-
rybody used the time for brainstorming and
engaging in a dynamic and productive dis-
cussion in English. I can see how the partici-
pants showed how engrossed they are in the
conversation, sharing brilliant ideas on how
we could make KOBE a much better city. It
is high time to become an Intercultural City.
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