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6. Education

| Education and Schooling in Japan

@ Kindergarten Admission

Children from 3 to 5 years of age can enroll in their local kindergartens unless they are already
attending a nursery school. To apply, go to the kindergarten in which you want your child to be
enrolled, and fill out the application form.

@ Elementary and Junior High School Admission

Children can enter elementary school when they are 6 in April and study for 6 years. After elementary
education, they can go on to junior high school and study for 3 years. These are mandatory. Foreign
children enrolled in elementary and junior high schools can get study assistance from multi-cultural
supporters who can speak the children’s languages. Special classes for children with special needs
are also available.

Public school tuitions are free (for elementary and junior high schools), but parents have to pay for
children’s school lunch. If you need economic assistance, you may be able to get help. Ask at a city
office or at your children’s school.

Elementary School Enrollment Procedures

(D Children old enough to start schooling in April will receive an “enroliment notification to
elementary school” in September of the previous year from the city where your children’s
residence is registered. If you want your children enrolled in a Japanese public school, go to
the “Shimin-ka” (Citizen Service section) of a local city/ward office or the City Board of
Education and apply. It is necessary for foreign children to apply for mandatory education in
Japan because some foreign parents choose not to send their children to Japanese schools.
After application, you will receive a “pre-enrollment health examination notification” in
October. Get your children’s health checked at the local school on the appointed day. In
February, you will receive enrollment information. Now in April, you can attend the entrance
ceremony at the school with your child(ren).

(2 Foreign children can enter Japanese schools without having Japanese citizenship. They can
participate and study in their age groups or classrooms. Apply at the Shimin-ka (Citizen
Service section) or at the Board of Education of your city.

Junior High School Enrollment Procedure

In general, you don’t have to make any special application to enroll your children in junior
high school if your children are already enrolled in the 6th grade class of a local elementary
school. However, some cities demand foreign children to get admission from the city’s Board
of Education. Inquire at a local junior high school or at a city/ward office.

@ Senior High School Admission

Those who graduated from a junior high school in Japan or who had 9 years of education in a school
overseas are qualified to enroll in a senior high school in Japan. However, foreigners who graduated
from non-Japanese junior high schools in Japan do not, as a principle, have the same qualification
because non-Japanese schools are not accredited by the Japanese government.
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6. Education

However, in some areas, the Board of Education permits those students to take high school entrance
examinations. Inquire at the Board of Education for further information. Those who pass a
qualification test for junior high school graduation given by the Japanese government can take high
school entrance examinations.

@ College Admission

Requirements for College Admission in Japan:
(D Having graduated from a Japanese senior high school
@ Having graduated from a senior high school overseas

NOTE: Graduating from a foreign school in Japan does not necessarily qualify a student to
take a Japanese college entrance examination.

(@ Having passed a qualification examination for senior high school graduation or college
admission

@ Having graduated from educational institutions overseas (high schools for Japanese)
accredited by the Ministry of Education.

® Having graduated from a foreign school in Japan with an International Baccalaureate (IB)
or Abitur system in Japan and have attained those qualifications.

@ International Schools

There are schools for children of foreign nationals. They provide education tailored to the cultures and
languages of the respective countries. There are 12 international schools in Hyogo Prefecture.
Graduation from some of these schools qualifies one to take entrance examinations for Japanese
universities.

@ Night Junior High School

These are junior high schools that offer classes in the evening and at night. This type of junior high
school is available to those who have not graduated from junior high school for various reasons or to
those who were unable to attend school sufficiently. Foreigners who have not graduated from junior
high school can also attend. Upon graduation, they can take an examination to enter high school. For
details, please inquire the municipal office where you live.

About Night Junior High Schools in Kobe City,

Contact
School Management Support Section, Kobe City Board of Education Secretariat,

Tel: 078-984-0665

P Residents of Higashinada, Nada, Chuo, Hyogo and Kita wards can apply to

Kobe City Hyogo Junior High School Kita Branch.

Tel: 078-577-4390 O, A0
Address: 4-3-18 Eizawa-cho, Hyogo-ku, Kobe E
(about 400 meters southwest of Shinkaichi Station)

School website: https://www.kobe-c.ed.jp/hkt-ms/
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6. Education

P Residents of Nagata, Suma, Tarumi and Nishi wards can apply to

Kobe Municipal Maruyama Junior High School Nishino Branch.

Tel: 078-736-2521 E 3 E
Address: Inside Kobe Municipal Ota Junior High School, ]
5-1-1 Daikoku-cho, Suma-ku, Kobe E

(about 300 meters southwest of Itajuku Station, across from Suma Ward Office).

School website: https://www.kobe-c.ed.jp/mrn-ms

Support for Children’s School Life
— Systems for Foreign Children

@ Children’s Multicultural School Life Supporter Dispatch Project (Hyogo

Prefecture)

There is an interpreter service (educational support) system to help foreign children enrolled in
Japanese schools. The school can contact the Board of Education to ask for an interpreter
(supporter). Elementary and junior high school students who have been in Japan for less than two
years can apply. Interpreters help children study, give support to make the foreign children’s school
life comfortable and help improve the communication between teachers and parents.

In Hyogo Prefecture, parents can have educational counseling for foreign children.

Call and ask for an interpreter service, too, if you want.

Tel: 0797-35-4537
at Children’s Multi-Cultural Center (Kodomo Tabunka Kyosei Center) Mon-Fri, 9:00-17:00.

@ School Enroliment Guidebook for Foreign Children

From the web page of Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, you can download the guidebook for foreign children and students to
start school in Japan in the following seven languages: English, Korean,
Vietnamese, Filipino, Chinese, Portuguese, Spanish and Ukrainian.

http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shotou/clarinet/003/1320860.htm

| Financial Support

@ Application for School Fee Exemption

There is no tuition for public elementary and junior high schools, but you must pay for your children’s
school lunch. If it is too difficult to pay, ask the school for an exemption application form.

P Subsidies for Stationary, Educational Material, and School Lunch for
Municipal Elementary School Pupils and Junior High School Students

If children in Kobe public schools have economic difficulties, the city can give assistance with
school lunch and textbook expenses, etc. Ask for an application form at your children’s school and
apply for the aid.
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6. Education

@ Educational Support

You can apply to the following scholarship programs if you have difficulty paying your children’s
educational fees.

» High School Education Support

Since 2014, high school tuition must be paid by parents/guardians with a certain level of income. If
the income level is too low, the students can apply for the High School Education Support System
and get tuition reduced. The students in need can get application forms at their schools and submit.
The high school gets the subsidy directly from the government. The students don’t need to pay back.

» The Tuition Reduction/Exemption System for Municipal Vocational High
School and High School Students

Kobe City high school and vocational high school students who cannot use the government-
implemented High School Education Support System can still apply for tuition reduction/
exemption. You can apply at the high school your children attend around November each year.

@ Scholarships

There are different types of scholarships and loan systems for students with economic difficulty,
including the loan provided by the Japanese government. Some students who excel may get special
scholarships. Universities in general give students guidance in April and explain different types of
scholarships in detail.

» Scholarships for National and Public High School Students in Hyogo
Prefecture

Scholarships are provided to households that meet certain requirements to reduce the burden of
educational expenses other than tuition fees. Apply for the scholarship at the school your children
attend.

» Hyogo Prefecture Scholarship for Private Senior High School Students

Scholarship grants are provided to support necessary expenses for education such as school trips,
textbooks, teaching materials, school supplies, and student council fees. Those who are living in
public assistance households (receiving subsidies for livelihood) or those whose municipal and
prefectural taxable incomes are 0 yen can apply. Please apply for the scholarship at the school
you attend.

» Kobe City’s College Scholarship System

Applications for the Kobe City’s College Scholarship System are accepted from the last week of
December to the end of January. Be sure to inquire at the high school or the vocational high school
where your children attend.

Other scholarships in Hyogo Prefecture are listed below. Inquire at the high schools where your
children attend. To receive a loan for necessary expenses for entering high schools, inquire at the
high school to which your children want to enter.
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6. Education

e Hyogo Prefecture Education Promotion Association Scholarship Fund

Tuition Reduction/Exemption for Hyogo Prefectural High School Students

Private High School Matriculation Loan

Tuition Reduction/Exemption for Private High School Students

Other kinds of aids and scholarships are also available through schools. Be sure to inquire at the
school where your children attend.

Japan Finance Corporation (JFC)
http://www.jfc.go.jp/n/english/index.html

[=] g, [

=]

Japan Student Service Organization
https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/index.html

230

ASHINAGA Scholarship Association.
http://www.ashinaga.org/en/
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